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In this issue
The Illinois veterinary curriculum will be bigger than life in the Welcome Center outside the AVMA Exhibit Hall. Be sure to 
stop in to say hello and see all four images on display.
Welcome to Chicago!
Going to AVMA this year? We’ll be there! As the American Veterinary Medical Association celebrates its 
150th anniversary, the Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association will call attention to its proud 130-year 
history, and the College of Veterinary Medicine will showcase its leadership in 21st century veterinary educa-
tion, clinical service, and world-class research.
Look for ISVMA members and college faculty and staff throughout the conference, acting as session mod-
erators, presenters, welcome center hosts, and exhibit hall staffers. A colorful display in the welcome center will 
allow smart phone or iPad users to tap into videos that highlight aspects of the college’s programs.
In the conference exhibit hall, the college will display some of the innovative, hands-on models from the 
Clinical Skills Learning Center in Urbana. Try your hand at these teaching tools.
After educational sessions end Sunday evening, hop on the bus for a quick visit to the college’s Chicago 
headquarters two miles west of the Loop. Dr. Tom Graves, director of the Chicago Center for Veterinary 
Medicine, will be on hand to show you around. Afterward the bus will take you to one of the conference 
hotels. Please R.S.V.P. for this free event at go.illinois.edu/SeeCCVM.
The alumni reception on Monday, July 22, will offer breathtaking views of the Chicago skyline aboard the 
Mystic Blue ship. (See MysticBlueCruises.com.) The two-hour cruise on the Escapade Deck will include a 
buffet dinner, socializing with classmates, and learning about college initiatives. The cost after July 5 is $60 per 
person, and advance registration is required. Register at illinois.edu/fb/sec/6138950. 
If you “like” the college alumni Facebook page, at facebook.com/Illinoisvetmedalumni, you can enter a 
drawing to win a ticket to the July 22 alumni dinner cruise. But don’t let that stop you from reserving your 
spot: if the drawing winner has already paid for the cruise, we will issue a refund.
Questions? Contact Beth Erwin at 217-333-9543 or eerwin@illinois.edu.
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Class of 2013
We salute the 117 members 
of the Class of 2013!
These 93 women and 24 men were the first to be educated under 
Illinois’s innovative veterinary curriculum, which has been hailed by 
members of the AVMA Council on Education and other veterinary 
leaders as an innovative model. 
The new curriculum focuses on integrating the clinical skills and 
basic sciences relevant to veterinary practice throughout the four-year 
doctoral degree program. Students in the Illinois program, unlike those 
in other veterinary curricula, spend 15 weeks during the first two years 
of study embedded in veterinary practice areas and practicing clini-
cal skills in an extensive learning center equipped with models and 
simulations. 
The clinical year begins midway through the spring semester of the 
third year of the program, and ends six weeks before graduation, allow-
ing students to chart their own “professional development” experiences 
in the final weeks of the program. (See story next page.)
Illinois Pioneers: Scenes from Graduation Day 2013
After the Class of 2013 turned their tassels and followed Dean Whiteley 
in reciting the Veterinarian’s Oath, Dr. Charles Benson delivered the class 
response, eliciting laughter as he recalled highlights of their shared four-year 
journey.
Leaving the Great Hall at the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts, the new 
graduates received a complimentary gift from the college alumni association, 
presented by Drs. Matt Allender and Allan Paul, and were greeted by Dr. Jon 
Foreman, associate dean for academic and student affairs.
Before parting ways, Drs. Dayle Dillon (from left), Therese Bonoma, Emily Bane, 
and Kerry Spiewak reenacted the “Schisto Sister” formation they developed 
when learning hematology.
Dr. Rebecca Lundeen basked in the 
pride of her husband and her father 
on graduation day.
Class of 2013
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The “professional development” period in the 
new Illinois veterinary curriculum—six weeks 
just before graduation—allows students to 
design their own set of experiences, under the 
guidance of a faculty mentor, to focus their 
studies and hone their skills according to their 
practice interests.
The first group of students to complete 
the professional development phase of the 
new curriculum followed their interests in all 
different directions, from epidemiology at the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 
Atlanta to avian medicine in Urbana. 
Here is a sampling of activities from the 
Class of 2013.
—Compiled by Hannah Pitstick
high school during 
the mad cow disease 
outbreak. It made 
be realize that 
veterinarians have a 
very important role 
in food safety and 
health.
“I would recommend 
this experience to 
people who want 
to do something 
different, not just for 
people who want to 
work in public health, 
but anyone who’s 
in vet school. There 
are tons of divisions 
of the CDC, so the 
opportunities are 
endless.”
Julia 
Disney
Hometown:  
Olympia Fields, Ill.
Faculty mentor:  
Dr. Ralph Hamor
Area of interest: 
Companion animal 
medicine and 
ophthalmology
How she spent her  
6 weeks:   
Dr. Disney spent her 
first week on the neu-
rology service at the 
Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital, followed 
by three weeks 
gaining additional 
clinical experience in 
ophthalmology: one 
week at Colorado 
State University and 
The Class of 2013: Getting Ready for Practice
Heather 
Davis 
Hometown:  
Chicago, Ill.
Faculty mentor:  
Dr. Gay Miller
Area of interest: 
public health
How she spent her  
6 weeks:  
She completed an 
epidemiology elec-
tive at the Centers 
for Disease Control 
and Prevention in 
Atlanta, Ga. As part 
of One Health office 
team projects, she 
took the lead on 
a manuscript for 
improving training 
of veterinary public 
health students.
Career goals:  
Dr. Davis is pursuing 
a dual DVM/master’s 
degree in public 
health. Her involve-
ment in One Health 
projects has reaf-
firmed her interest 
in the interactions of 
animals, humans, and 
the environmental on 
a national and global 
scale. Ultimately she 
hopes to use her 
range of interests 
and experiences in 
a position with the 
CDC or the USDA. 
Thoughts on the 
program:  
“I became interested 
in public health in 
two weeks at Animal 
Eye Consultants in 
the Chicago area. Her 
final two weeks were 
used to complete a 
research project with 
Dr. Amber Labelle, 
ophthalmologist, 
looking at nasolacri-
mal duct transit time 
in horses that were 
either sedated or 
unsedated. 
Career goals:   
Dr. Disney is complet-
ing an internship in 
small animal medi-
cine and surgery at 
Virginia-Maryland 
Regional College of 
Veterinary Medicine 
in Blacksburg, Va. 
Ultimately she hopes 
to become a diplo-
mate of the American 
College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists.
Thoughts on the 
program:  
“I am an excellent 
example of why the 
Illinois Integrated 
Veterinary Curricu-
lum is so amazing. I 
didn’t even know vet-
erinary ophthalmol-
ogy existed before 
starting veterinary 
school. Then, during 
my very first week 
of vet school, my 
clinical assignment 
was to spend time on 
the ophthalmology 
service. I feel that the 
very early exposure 
I received gave me 
a great advantage, 
as I was able to 
spend the next four 
years working with 
the ophthalmology 
service more and 
assisting with their 
research.” 
Sarah 
Francik 
Hometown:  
Rockford, Ill.
Faculty mentor:  
Dr. Sidonie Lavergne
Area of interest:  
mixed-animal 
practice 
How she spent her  
6 weeks:  
Dr. Francik spent 
two weeks at a 
small animal private 
practice in Chicago, 
where she saw 
patients for routine 
wellness and some 
elective surgeries, 
such as spay, dentals, 
and mass removals. 
Her second two 
weeks, on a diagnos-
tics rotation, were 
divided between 
cytology and 
necropsy. (“It was 
a great review of 
reading fine needle 
aspirates, clinical and 
gross pathology and 
also of basic disease 
processes.”) 
Then during the 
food animal surgery 
rotation, she and her 
classmates (including 
Dr. Roark) were the 
primary surgeons on 
procedures including 
right flank omen-
topexy, left flank 
rumenotomy, umbili-
cal hernia repair, and 
a cesarean section. 
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“During my very first week of vet 
school, my clinical assignment 
was to spend time on the 
ophthalmology service. I feel that 
the very early exposure I received 
gave me a great advantage.”
—Julia Disney
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Stem Cell Pioneer Honored 
at Illinois Commencement
At the campus ceremony on May 12, University President Bob 
Easter (left) and Dean Herb Whiteley presented an honorary 
doctor of science degree to James A. Thomson. 
Dr. Thomson was honored for his international leadership 
in biomedical research. He directed the group that reported the 
first isolation of embryonic stem cell lines from a nonhuman 
primate in 1995, work that led his group to the first successful 
isolation of human embryonic stem cell lines in 1998. He is the 
director of regenerative biology at the Morgridge Institute for 
Research as well as a professor at both the University of Wiscon-
sin School of Medicine and Public Health and the University of 
California, Santa Barbara.
He is also a founder and chief scientific officer for Cellular 
Dynamics International, a company producing derivatives of 
human induced pluripotent stem cells for drug discovery and 
toxicity testing. 
Thomas earned his bachelor’s degree in biophysics at Illinois 
in 1981. He then completed the Veterinary Medical Scientist 
Training Program at the University of Pennsylvania, receiving 
his doctorate in veterinary medicine in 1985, and his doctorate 
in molecular biology in 1988. 
Career goals:  
With aspirations to 
enter a mixed animal 
practice, Dr. Francik 
says her profes-
sional development 
period encompassed 
everything she hopes 
to encounter in 
practice. 
Thoughts on the 
program:  
“My mentor gave me 
the advice to start 
acting like a doctor 
for those 6 weeks. 
We get so used to 
being students, so 
I thought that was 
good advice.
“I really liked horses 
growing up, so I went 
to vet school to work 
with horses, but I 
enjoyed working 
with food and com-
panion animals so 
much during under-
grad that I decided to 
pursue mixed animal 
practice.”
Jeremy 
Roark
Hometown:  
Sumner, Ill.
Faculty mentor:  
Dr. Jon Foreman 
Area of interest: 
mixed animal and 
equine medicine
How he spent his  
6 weeks:  
Dr. Roark participated 
in three 2-week 
experiences offered 
by college faculty: 
equine techniques, 
equine primary care, 
and food animal 
surgery.
Career goals:   
He plans to begin 
his career as a mixed 
animal/equine asso-
ciate veterinarian and 
eventually become 
an owner or partner 
in a mixed animal 
clinic.
Thoughts on the 
program:  
“I thoroughly 
enjoyed all six weeks. 
It provided me with a 
lot of practical expe-
rience in evaluating, 
handling, treating, 
and performing 
diagnostic and 
surgical procedures 
on large animals, 
which is exactly what 
I wanted to be the 
most proficient in 
upon graduating and 
starting my career in 
veterinary medicine.”
Brittany 
M. Rose
Hometown:  
Mobile, Ala.
Faculty mentor:  
Dr. Matthew Allender
Area of interest: 
small animal and 
exotics practice
How she spent her  
6 weeks:   
Dr. Rose spent two 
weeks working with 
the veterinary staff 
at the Birmingham 
Zoo in Alabama, 
and the rest of the 
time in Urbana: a 
week honing her 
small animal ultra-
sound skills, a week 
with Dr. Ken Welle 
learning advanced 
avian medicine and 
techniques, and two 
weeks working with 
Dr. Kandice Norrell in 
primary care. 
Career goals:  
Dr. Rose took a 
position at a busy 
10-doctor practice in 
sunny Pensacola, Fl. 
She would eventu-
ally like to do some 
contracting work 
for a small zoo or 
aquarium and poten-
tially own her own 
practice. She plans to 
be heavily involved in 
the community she 
lives in. 
Thoughts on the 
program:  
“I have always had an 
interest in avian med-
icine, so the oppor-
tunity to expand that 
and become better 
at my clinical avian 
skills was important 
to me. Spending time 
at the zoo was just 
icing on the cake; it 
was an enjoyable, 
amazing experience 
that required me 
to use all my skills 
and incorporate my 
knowledge of mul-
tiple different species 
to help address 
issues with the zoo 
animals.” 
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By Hannah Pitstick
Thirty-three pork industry leaders com-
pleted certificates in business management in 
May through the Executive Pork Producers 
Program, offered by the college’s Office of 
Public Engagement.
Owners and managers in the pork industry 
from 10 states and Canada participated in the 
two-year certificate program to enhance their 
financial management, leadership, strategic 
thinking, and problem-solving skills, improve 
their company’s bottom line, and cultivate the 
industry’s leadership community.
“In our industry, in-depth education 
programs that focus on pigs are rare,” said 
program participant Clare Schilling, co-
owner of CD Bell, a sow and grain operation 
in New Athens, Ill. “We learned not only 
about production, but also about the finan-
cial, business, welfare, and media aspects of 
the industry. When you’re in a hog barn all 
day, you don’t really think about that, so the 
program brought in a lot of different factors to 
think about.”
“It’s hard for people to build the skills 
they need without going to business school,” 
said Dr. Jim Lowe, MS, a swine industry 
consultant who is also an instructor at the 
college. “This program was tailored to allow 
them to do their jobs at the same time.”
The pork producers program was modeled 
after the college’s nationally recognized Execu-
tive Veterinary Program (EVP) in Swine 
Health Management, which has graduated 
nearly 200 swine veterinarians. EVP graduates 
currently work with a large percentage of the 
pork producers in North America. 
“With input from leaders in swine health, 
the pork producer curriculum was selected 
for quality and relevance to industry needs. 
Information was presented to builds skills pro-
gressively over the two years,” said Dr. Larry 
Firkins, MS, MBA, assistant dean for public 
engagement and one of the organizers of the 
program.
Fred Kuhr, director of production for Pro-
fessional Swine Management, LLC, initially 
signed up for the program because of the 
reputation of Dr. Lowe and Dr. Firkins.
“I got a tremendous amount of exposure 
to people and classroom information that I 
would not have been able to get on my own,” 
Kuhr said. “Some of the program’s speakers 
were tremendous, and access to those speakers 
would never be available to me on my own.”
Another Swine EVP Slated for 2014
With the completion of the pork producers program, the Office of Public Engagement has 
started planning for enrollment in the next Executive Veterinary Program in Swine Health 
Management.
The EVP for swine veterinarians has been offered five times, dating back to the original 
class coordinated by Dr. LeRoy Biehl in 1991. The program’s nearly 200 graduates are promi-
nent throughout the U.S. pork industry today.
For information about the sixth offering of this nationally recognized program, please 
email Dr. Larry Firkins, assistant dean for public engagement, at firkins@illinois.edu.
Pork Industry Leaders Complete 
Certificate Program
Paul Wettstein, production operations 
director at The Maschhoffs, in Carlyle, Ill., 
received his certificate of completion from 
Dean Herb Whiteley and Dr. Larry Firkins, an 
organizer of the program. 
Feedback from graduates of the Executive 
Pork Producers Program will be used to iden-
tify optimal duration, content, and method of 
delivery for future educational offerings to this 
group.
“We are committed to continuing to 
provide effective and self-sustaining continu-
ing education programs supporting pork 
producers and swine veterinarians,” Dr. Firkins 
said.
continued on page 9
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By Sharita Forrest, campus News Bureau 
Technology that’s used in smartphones and other electronic devices also 
is being used by veterinarians at the University of Illinois to help horses 
recover safely from anesthesia.
Accelerometers—portable data recorders that capture information 
on motion, vibration and impact—are frequently affixed to shipping 
containers when transporting delicate scientific instruments to monitor 
handling. Smartphone users may be most familiar with accelerometers 
as the sensors in their phones that enable users to reorient their phone’s 
displays from vertical to horizontal.
Stuart C. Clark-Price, veterinary clinical medicine, is using acceler-
ometers to monitor horses’ movements as they awaken from anesthesia 
and to develop protocols that minimize risks of injury. Veterinarians at 
Cornell University and the universities of Florida, Georgia, Tennessee 
and Virginia Tech are collaborating on the project.
“General anesthesia poses greater risk to horses than any other 
domestic species,” Dr. Clark-Price says. “The mortality rate in horses 
is about 1 percent, whereas in humans it’s about .001 percent and .05 
percent in dogs and cats. There’s this magic period—3 to 3½ hours—
and if anesthesia lasts longer than that, their risk of complications at 
recovery starts to skyrocket exponentially. Limiting their time under 
anesthesia is really critical. And immediately after they wake up, they 
have to stand up.”
If horses lie for extended periods of time, their body weight can 
crush blood vessels, cutting off blood flow to their muscles and causing 
those muscles to begin to die. If that occurs, horses are unable to stand 
again when they come out of the anesthesia.
When horses are lying on their sides for surgery, their large intestinal 
tracts can compress their lungs, making it difficult for them to breathe.
Horses also are at great risk when they’re awakening from general 
anesthesia because their strong “fight or flight” instinct compels them 
to stand up right away even though they may be disoriented, weak and 
ataxic, or imbalanced.
About 1 percent of horses sustain serious injuries, such as skull or 
leg fractures, during falls that occur while they’re awakening from anes-
thesia, according to Dr. Clark-Price.
In Clark-Price’s research project, he and his colleagues attach tri-axis 
accelerometers to surcingles that wrap around the horses’ chests and 
hold the devices in place over their withers, which are on horse’s backs 
between their shoulder blades. As the horses awaken from anesthesia 
and attempt to stand up, their movements are recorded by the device. 
The data are later uploaded to a computer and compared to a statistical 
model that rates each horse’s recovery on a 0–100 scale, based upon the 
amount of difficulty the horse had getting up.
“If a horse stands up nice and slow and controlled, it triggers the 
device less, but if the horse gets up and ricochets around and is flail-
ing all over, the device is triggered more,” Dr. Clark-Price says. “The 
smoother, slower and quieter a horse stands up, the less likely they are 
to be injured, and they get a better score. A perfect score is 11. The 
worst possible would be 100.”
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Cellphone Technology Helps Horses 
Recover from Surgery
“There are some other sedatives 
and anti-anxiety drugs that are 
similar to the drugs used on 
humans that also calm horses so 
they don’t go into this ‘fight or 
flight’ mode, and that let horses 
eliminate the remainder of the 
gas anesthesia so they stand up 
with more coordination.” 
Research
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By Holly Richards, Class of 2016
At nearly every visit to a doctor, people are asked about drug 
allergies, which can be debilitating and even life-threatening. 
Although the risk of drug allergies are equally dire for 
pets, there is currently very little known about them.
A college researcher is setting out to change that. 
Dr. Sidonie Lavergne, comparative biosciences, is an 
expert in veterinary pharmacology, toxicology, and the 
immune system. Concerned that a lack of awareness of 
drug hypersensitivity reactions in the veterinary field has 
led to an underestimation of the severity and frequency of 
these reactions, she is spearheading an investigation into the 
nature and occurrence of allergic events, focusing on both 
dogs and humans. 
“There really are no physiological differences between 
humans and pets as far as drug allergies go,” says Dr. 
Lavergne. “Animals probably have just as many reactions as 
people do.” 
She adds that, as veterinary schools begin to include in 
their curricula this new knowledge about drug allergies in 
animals, it’s likely that drug reactions that had previously 
been misdiagnosed will more frequently be recognized and 
reported. 
In both humans and pet species, allergic reactions can manifest in a 
variety of ways, from a mild rash to life-threatening massive skin detach-
ment, abnormal bleeding, decreased immune defenses, and liver damage, 
to name just a few.
According to Dr. Lavergne, most drug allergic reactions are not 
immediate but rather require days, sometimes months, of drug exposure 
before onset. Although anaphylactic events get more attention because 
they take place close to the drug exposure and are often clinically 
impressive, Dr. Lavergne cautions that delayed reactions can be just as 
dangerous.
“Delayed hypersensitivity reactions can lead to the patient’s death. 
They can also delay recovery from the treated illness, sometimes leaving 
the patient with long-term adverse health effects. These reactions 
prevent the veterinarian from ever using this drug again in the patient, 
which can be problematic in treating infections that are sensitive to only 
a very few antibiotics, for instance,” she says.
The body’s immune system uses a type of cell called a “memory T 
cell” to keep track of foreign invaders, such as viruses and bacteria. 
Memory T cells, after being exposed to a vaccine, will later mount a 
protective attack if the associated pathogen is encountered again. These 
same protective cells have the ability to recognize and attack substances 
that have caused allergic reactions in the past, which is why a patient can 
never be re-exposed to a drug once an allergy to it has developed.
“One of the big issues is that 
we do not know why the immune 
system suddenly decides to attack 
a drug. Veterinary researchers 
have not had access to patients 
with a history of drug allergy 
because for so long the problem 
has gone undiagnosed or dis-
missed as not important,” explains 
Dr. Lavergne.
Dr. Lavergne can test for the 
presence of drug-specific memory 
T cells and small molecules 
recognizing the drug (antibod-
ies) in a pet’s blood sample. Her 
laboratory tests patient’s blood 
for diagnostic purposes free of 
charge. All supplies and ship-
ping costs are also covered by her 
research project. 
And thanks to her extensive 
background in the field, she is 
able to provide free consultation 
to veterinarians, whether they need help managing a patient with a life-
threatening reaction or they are not certain that their patient had a drug 
allergic reaction. 
Dr. Lavergne provides testing of samples for veterinarians not only 
to help treat current patients with signs of potential reactions but also 
to reevaluate past cases in which conditions were unexplained and the 
diagnosis of drug allergy was never confirmed.
“Even if the adverse event happened years ago, a dog will have 
memory immune cells in its blood that can help confirm whether there 
was an allergic reaction. And if the animal was on multiple drugs at the 
time, I can determine which one is likely to have caused the problem,” 
she explains. 
“Any clinician with even the slightest suspicion that they’ve encoun-
tered a patient with a drug allergy is apt to benefit by giving me a call 
and/or sending me a sample from the patient.”
In fact, Dr. Lavergne has already been able to help a number of vet-
erinarians diagnose and appropriately treat some very serious conditions 
through phone consultations. Not only does this collaboration help the 
patients that are experiencing the problem, but every sample that Dr. 
Lavergne receives adds to the knowledge base she is establishing with 
her research and is bound to benefit allergic pets in the future.   
“I suspect that as the veterinary community becomes more attentive 
to the signs and the prevalence of drug allergies,” she says, “owners will 
soon be asked about their pets’ allergies during their veterinary appoint-
ments just as often as human patients are now.” 
Expert Seeks to Expand Knowledge of 
Adverse Drug Reactions in Pets
Veterinarians Invited to Send Samples, Request Free Consultations
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“Any clinician with even the slightest 
suspicion that they’ve encountered 
a patient with a drug allergy is apt 
to benefit by giving me a call and/or 
sending me a sample from the patient.”
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By Chelsey Coombs, News Bureau Intern
Researchers have shown that transplanting stem cells derived from 
normal mouse blood vessels into the hearts of mice that model the 
pathology associated with Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD) 
prevents the decrease in heart function associated with DMD.
Their findings appeared in the journal Stem Cells Translational 
Medicine.
Duchenne muscular dystrophy is a genetic disorder caused by a 
mutation in the gene for dystrophin, a protein that anchors muscle cells 
in place when they contract. Without dystrophin, muscle contractions 
tear cell membranes, leading to cell death. The lost muscle cells must be 
regenerated, but in time, scar tissue replaces the muscle cells, causing the 
muscle weakness and heart problems typical of DMD.
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that 
DMD affects one in every 3,500 males. Although medical advances have 
extended the lifespans of DMD patients from their teens or 20s into 
their early 30s, disease-related damage to the heart and diaphragm still 
limits their lifespan.
“Almost 100 percent of patients develop dilated cardiomyopathy,” in 
which a weakened heart with enlarged chambers prevents blood from 
being properly pumped throughout the body, says Dr. Suzanne Berry-
Miller, comparative biosciences, who led the study. 
“Right now, doctors are treating the symptoms of this heart problem 
by giving patients drugs to try to prolong heart function, but that can’t 
replace the lost or damaged cells,” she said.
In the new study, the researchers injected stem cells known as aorta-
derived mesoangioblasts (ADM) into the hearts of dystrophin-deficient 
mice that serve as a model for human DMD. The ADM stem cells have 
a working copy of the dystrophin gene.
This stem cell therapy prevented or delayed heart problems in mice 
that did not already show signs of the functional or structural defects 
typical of Duchenne muscular dystrophy, the researchers report.
Dr. Berry-Miller and her colleagues do not yet know why the func-
tional benefits occur, but proposed three potential mechanisms. They 
observed that some of the injected stem cells became new heart muscle 
cells that expressed the lacking dystrophin protein. The treatment also 
caused existing stem cells in the heart to divide and become new heart 
muscle cells, and the stem cells stimulated new blood vessel formation 
in the heart. It is not yet clear which of these effects is responsible for 
delaying the onset of cardiomyopathy, Dr. Berry-Miller says.
“These vessel-derived cells might be good candidates for therapy, but 
the more important thing is the results give us new potential therapeutic 
targets to study, which may be activated directly without the use of cells 
that are injected into the patient, such as the ADM in the current study,” 
Dr. Berry-Miller says.
 “Activating stem cells that are already present in the body to repair 
tissue would avoid the potential requirement to find a match between 
donors and recipients and potential rejection of the stem cells by the 
patients.”
Despite the encouraging results that show that stem cells yield a 
functional benefit when administered before pathology arises in DMD 
mouse hearts, a decline in function was seen in mice that already 
showed the characteristics of dilated cardiomyopathy. One of these 
characteristics is the replacement of muscle tissue with connective 
tissue, known as fibrosis.
This difference may occur, Dr. Berry-Miller says, as a result of stem 
cells landing in a pocket of fibrosis rather than in muscle tissue. The 
stem cells may then become fibroblasts that generate more connective 
tissue, increasing the amount of scarring and making heart function 
worse. This shows that the timing of stem cell insertion plays a crucial 
role in an increase in heart function in mice lacking the dystrophin 
protein.
She remains optimistic that these results provide a stepping-stone 
toward new clinical targets for human DMD patients.
“This is the only study so far where a functional benefit has been 
observed from stem cells in the dystrophin-deficient heart, or where 
endogenous stem cells in the heart have been observed to produce new 
muscle cells that replace those lost in DMD, so I think it opens up a 
new area to focus on in pre-clinical studies for DMD,” Dr. Berry-Miller 
says.
The Illinois Regenerative Medicine Institute supported this research.
Stem-cell Approach Shows Promise for 
Duchenne muscular Dystrophy
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Dr. Suzanne Berry-Miller, left, collaborated with Dr. Bob O’Brien and others 
to develop a method that enhanced cardiac function in a mouse model of 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy.
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Lipid Researcher Draws on 60 
Years of Study to Finger Dietary 
Culprits of Heart Disease
A 98-year-old researcher argues that, contrary to decades of clinical assumptions and 
advice to patients, dietary cholesterol is good for your heart—unless that cholesterol 
is unnaturally oxidized by frying foods in reused oil, eating lots of polyunsaturated 
fats, or smoking.
The researcher, Dr. Fred Kummerow, an emeritus professor in the Department 
of Comparative Biosciences, has spent more than six decades studying the dietary 
factors that contribute to heart disease. In a recent paper in the American Journal 
of Cardiovascular Disease, he reviewed the research on lipid metabolism and heart 
disease with a focus on the consumption of oxidized cholesterol—in his view a 
primary contributor to heart disease.
“Oxidized lipids contribute to heart disease both by increasing deposition of 
calcium on the arterial wall, a major hallmark of atherosclerosis, and by interrupting 
blood flow, a major contributor to heart attack and sudden death,” Dr. Kummerow 
wrote in the review.
Over his 60-plus-year career, Dr. Kummerow has painstakingly collected and 
analyzed the findings that together reveal the underlying mechanisms linking oxi-
dized cholesterol (and trans fats) to heart disease.
Dr. Kummerow is also the author of “Cholesterol Won’t Kill You, But Trans Fats 
Could.”
—Excerpted from an article by Diana Yates, campus News Bureau. For the full article see: 
news.illinois.edu/news/13/0227heart_disease_FredKummerow.html 
Recent publications
CANINE
Biological behaviour of canine mandibular osteosar-
coma: a retrospective study of 50 cases (1999-2007). 
Coyle VJ, Rassnick KM, Borst LB, Rodriguez CO Jr, 
Northrup NC, Fan TM, Garrett LD. Vet Comp Oncol. 
2013 Feb 15. 
Evaluation of canine antimicrobial peptides in infected 
and noninfected chronic atopic skin. Santoro D, Bunick 
D, Graves TK, Segre M. Vet Dermatol. 24(1):39-47.e10. 
2013 Feb.
Littoral cell angiosarcoma in a dog. Gal A, Yamate J, 
Golbar HM, Spoerer K, Fredrickson R. J Comp Pathol. 
2013 Feb 28. 
Incidence of bacteremia following upper gastrointes-
tinal endoscopy and biopsy in healthy dogs before, 
during, and after treatment with omeprazole. Jones 
KR, Maddox CW, Ridgway MD, Clark-Price SC, Dossin 
O. Am J Vet Res., 74(2):239-42. 2013 Feb.
E. coli-derived l-asparaginase retains enzymatic and 
cytotoxic activity in vitro for canine and feline lym-
phoma after cold storage. Wypij JM, Pondenis HC. Vet 
Med Int. 2013;2013:786162.
Microparticles in stored canine RBC concentrates. 
Herring JM, Smith SA, McMichael MA, O’Brien M, 
Ngwenyama TR, Corsi R, Galligan A, Beloshapka AN, 
Deng P, Swanson KS. Vet Clin Pathol. 2013 Apr 5.
Comparison of three different methods to prevent heat 
loss in healthy dogs undergoing 90 minutes of general 
anesthesia. Clark-Price SC, Dossin O, Jones KR, Otto 
AN, Weng HY. Vet Anaesth Analg. 40(3):280-4. 2013 May.
Oral and maxillofacial surgery in dogs and cats. Zacher 
AM, Marretta SM. Vet Clin North Am Small Anim Pract. 
43(3):609-49. 2013 May.
Altered mRNA and protein expression of filaggrin in 
the skin of a canine animal model for atopic dermatitis. 
Santoro D, Marsella R, Ahrens K, Graves TK, Bunick D. 
Vet Dermatol. 24(3): 329-e73. 2013 Jun.
Association between absolute tumor burden and 
serum bone-specific alkaline phosphatase in canine 
appendicular osteosarcoma. Sternberg RA, Ponde-
nis HC, Yang X, Mitchell MA, O’Brien RT, Garrett LD, 
Helferich WG, Hoffmann WE, Fan TM. J Vet Intern Med. 
2013 Jun 4.
EQuINE
Current therapeutic approaches to equine protozoal 
myeloencephalitis. Dirikolu L, Foreman JH, Tobin T. J 
Am Vet Med Assoc., 242(4): 482-91. 2013 Feb 15.
Oral vs. IV bute administration and drug testing (AAEP 
2012). Foreman, J. Horse: AAEP convention supplement. 
March 2013:28. 
Topics in equine anesthesia. Clark-Price SC. Vet Clin 
North Am Equine Pract., 29(1):ix-x. 2013 Apr.
The effects of hyperglycemia and endotoxemia on 
coagulation parameters in healthy adult horses. 
McGovern KF, Lascola KM, Smith SA, Clark-Price SC, 
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Wilkins PA, Schaeffer DJ, Foreman JH. J Vet Intern 
Med., 27(2):347-53. 2013 Mar-Apr.
Recovery of horses from anesthesia. Clark-Price SC. Vet 
Clin North Am Equine Pract., 29(1):223-42. 2013 Apr.
Anesthesia for ophthalmic procedures in the standing 
horse. Labelle AL, Clark-Price SC. Vet Clin North Am 
Equine Pract., 29(1):179-91. 2013 Apr.
FELINE
Investigation of 1H MRS for quantification of hepatic 
triglyceride in lean and obese cats. Clark MH, Larsen R, 
Lu W, Hoenig M. Res Vet Sci. 2013 Apr 29.
Computed tomography of nonanesthetized cats with 
upper airway obstruction. Stadler K, O’Brien R. Vet 
Radiol Ultrasound., 54(3):231-6. 2013 May-Jun.
INFECTIOuS DISEASE
Unified theory of bacterial sialometabolism: How and 
why bacteria metabolize host sialic acids. Vimr ER. 
ISRN Microbiol. 2013 Jan 15;2013:816713.
Chromatographic analysis of the escherichia coli 
polysialic acid capsule. Steenbergen SM, Vimr ER. 
Methods Mol Biol., 966:109-20. 2013.
Therapeutic potential of the streptococcus pneu-
moniae competence regulon. Zhu L, Lau GW. Expert 
Rev Anti Infect Ther., 11(3):227-9. 2013 Mar.
LIPIDS
Functional studies of N-terminally modified CYP2J2 
epoxygenase in model lipid bilayers. McDougle DR, 
Palaria A, Magnetta E, Meling DD, Das A. Protein Sci. 
2013 May 10.
NEuROLOGY/ENDOCRINOLOGY
Working memory in bisphenol-A treated middle-aged 
ovariectomized rats. Neese SL, Bandara SB, Schantz 
SL. Neurotoxicol Teratol., 35:46-53. 2013 Jan-Feb.
WNT4 acts downstream of BMP2 and functions via 
β-catenin signaling pathway to regulate human 
endometrial stromal cell differentiation. Li Q, Kannan 
A, Das A, Demayo FJ, Hornsby PJ, Young SL, Taylor RN, 
Bagchi MK, Bagchi IC. Endocrinology., 154(1):446-57. 
2013 Jan.
Genistein administered as a once-daily oral supple-
ment had no beneficial effect on the tibia in rat models 
for postmenopausal bone loss. Turner RT, Iwaniec 
UT, Andrade JE, Branscum AJ, Neese SL, Olson DA, 
Wagner L, Wang VC, Schantz SL, Helferich WG. Meno-
pause. 2013 Feb 4. 
REPRODuCTION
Di-n-butyl phthalate disrupts the expression of genes 
involved in cell cycle and apoptotic pathways in mouse 
ovarian antral follicles. Craig ZR, Hannon PR, Wang W, 
Ziv-Gal A, Flaws JA. Biol Reprod. 2013 Jan 31;88(1):23. 
Until now, veterinarians evaluated equine patients’ recoveries by viewing vid-
eotapes of the horses and assigning scores, but that method can be subjective and 
arbitrary, Dr. Clark-Price says.
Using accelerometers and the statistical model “takes the human element out of it 
altogether,” Dr. Clark-Price says. “It’s a completely objective way of gathering data on 
their recovery.”
He also is exploring the use of short-acting medications to calm or sedate horses 
until inhalant anesthesia wears off, so that horses are more alert and coordinated 
when they attempt to stand up.
“One drug that has a lot of promise at smoothing out horses’ recoveries is propo-
fol,” a short-acting hypnotic agent used to induce or maintain anesthesia in humans 
and which singer Michael Jackson reportedly abused as a sleep-agent, Dr. Clark-
Price says. 
“There are some other sedatives and anti-anxiety drugs that are similar to the 
drugs used on humans that also calm horses so they don’t go into this ‘fight or flight’ 
mode, and that let horses eliminate the remainder of the gas anesthesia so they stand 
up with more coordination,” Dr. Clark-Price says.
Depending upon a number of variables, including the age and condition of the 
horse and the length of time it was anesthetized, hospital staff may perform assisted 
recovery, confining patients in padded stalls, in hydropools or on rapidly inflating/
deflating air pillow systems to prevent injury and complications. Medical staff also 
may use ropes, slings or lift devices such as tilt tables to help horses move to standing 
positions when they awaken.
Dr. Clark-Price presented his research findings at the 2012 annual meeting of the 
American College of Veterinary Anesthesia and Analgesia last fall. He also edited 
the April 2013 issue of Veterinary Clinics of North America: Equine Practice, which 
was devoted to equine anesthesia. The journal is available online:  
www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/07490739.
Cellphone Technology Helps Horses 
Recover from Surgery, continued
practice, will provide 
a full day on the busi-
ness side of veterinary 
practice. 
A four-hour pre-
conference session 
led by Dr. Suzett K. 
Hexum on Wednes-
day, September 18, 
will cover animal 
health emergency 
response, exotic avian diseases, international movement of horses, and 
an introduction to animal welfare. These presentations are part of the 
National Veterinary Accreditation Program.
Conference social events include a Thursday evening awards 
banquet, Friday afternoon class reunion kickoff event, and Satur-
day morning alumni association golf outing in support of student 
scholarships.
For details and to register for the conference, see vetmed.illinois.
edu/ope/fallconf/.
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Fall Conference
Registration is now open for one of the best deals in veterinary continu-
ing education. 
More than two dozen Illinois faculty members will share their 
expertise in the intimate setting of the college’s Annual Fall Conference 
for Veterinarians on September 19 and 20. Invited speakers include 
Dr. Alice Wolf, two-time winner of the “Speaker of the Year” award 
from the North American Veterinary Conference, and Owen 
McCafferty, co-author of The Business of Veterinary Practice.
Sessions cover a wide range of practice-focused topics.
 Thomas Graves, DVM, PhD, DACVIM, will deliver 
the first half of a day-long feline internal medicine track. 
Alice Wolf, DVM, DACVIM, DABVP, will follow with four 
lectures. She is an adjunct and emeritus professor at Texas A&M 
University and chief medical consultant for the Veterinary Informa-
tion Network. She has been recognized for her contributions in feline 
medicine with the AAHA Regional Practitioner of the Year Award, the 
National Friskies PetCare Award, and the Bourgelat Award from the 
British Small Animal Veterinary Association.
Owen McCafferty, who collaborated with Veterinary Economics mag-
azine to develop the formula for determining the value of a veterinary 
Lineup Features Internationally Known Feline 
medicine, Practice management Speakers 
Alice Wolf Owen McCafferty
The College of Veterinary Medicine and its alumni association are 
pleased to announce the recipients of the awards to be presented on 
September 19 during the annual Fall Conference for Veterinarians.
The Dr. Erwin Small Distinguished Alumni Award, which recog-
nizes distinguished graduates who have made significant contributions 
to the veterinary profession or the college, will be given to: 
 Dr. Raymond H. Cypess (IL DVM ’67), CEO and Chairman, 
American Type Culture Collection Global; 
 Dr. Ronnie G. Elmore (IL DVM ’72), professor and associate 
dean, Kansas State University College of Veterinary Medicine; 
 Dr. C. Max Lang (IL DVM ’61), George T. Harrell Professor 
Emeritus, Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine; and 
 Dr. Sheldon B. Rubin (IL DVM ’68), retired director, Blum 
Animal Hospital, Chicago.
The Special Service Award, which honors an individual who has 
made significant contributions to the advancement of the veterinary 
profession or to the college, will go to:
 Dr. William McEniry (Iowa DVM ’60), owner of Ashton (Ill.) 
Veterinary Clinic for 50 years. 
Award Winners AnnouncedFall Conference at a Glance
 Wednesday, Sept. 18 
Pre-Conference Session, 1 to 5 pm  
National Veterinary Accreditation Program
 Thursday, Sept. 19  
Lectures, 9 am to 5 pm 
Dinner and Awards Program
 Friday, Sept. 20 
Lectures, 8 am to 3 pm 
Class Reunion Kickoff Reception
 Saturday, Sept. 21 
Alumni Association Golf Outing 
Lake of the Woods Course, Mahomet, Ill.
Early registration deadline is Monday, Sept. 2
Register online at vetmed.illinois.edu/ope/fallconf
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Hands-On Opportunities
Limited enrollment wet labs offered as part of the 
conference for an additional fee include:
  Esophogeal Feeding Tube Placement
 Thursday, Sept. 19, 10 am–noon
 Drs. Stanley I. Rubin, Samantha Middleton
  Neurology Exam
 Friday, Sept. 20, 11 am–noon or 1:30–2:30 pm 
(2 sessions offered)
 Dr. Devon W. Hague
Business management Track 
  Future of Veterinary Medicine
  Determining Practice Worth
  Valuation 
  Holding vs. Folding
  Continuation vs. Succession
  Transitioning and Its Burden
 Owen McCafferty Sponsored by the Class of 
1962 Endowment Fund.
Diagnostics and Practice 
management Track
  Practical Approach to Quality Control
 A. Russell Moore
  Cytology of Cutaneous and Subcutaneous 
Lesions
 Amy L. MacNeill
  I Have Patience for My Patients, But My 
Clients are Driving Me Crazy
  Getting Clients to YES: Shared Decision 
Making
  Getting Clients to Actually Give the Pills: 
Enhancing Adherence
 Laura D. Garrett
Equine medicine Track
  Field Surgical Procedures and Techniques 
for Horses
  How to Read Digital Radiographs of the 
Equine Foot
 Santiago D. Gutierrez-Nibeyro
  Back Pain in Horses: New Approaches to 
Diagnosis and Treatment
 Matthew C. Stewart
  Breaking Equine News 2013
  Thoracic Trauma in Horses
 Pamela A. Wilkins
  Strategies for Equine Parasite Resistance
 Kara M. Lascola
  Disaster Medicine
 Scott M. Austin
Exotic medicine and 
Diagnostic Imaging Track
  The Skinny on Exotic Mammal Derm 
Diseases
  What's New in Ferret Medicine
 Kenneth R. Welle
  Exotic Mammal Airway Diseases
 Julia K. Whittington
  Exotic Mammal Medicine: A Case-Based 
Review
 Kenneth R. Welle & Julia K. Whittington
  Imaging of Upper Airway Disorders
  Radiographic Interpretations of Lung 
Disease
 Jodi S. Matheson Sponsored by the Sidney Krock 
Radiology Lectureship Fund.
Feline Internal medicine Track
  Difficult Feline Internal Medicine Cases: 
Polyphagia, PU/PD, and  Weakness
 Thomas K. Graves
  Feline Vaccination: Protocols, Products, and 
Problems 
  Managing the Diabetic Cat
  The Vomiting Cat
 Alice M. Wolf Sponsored by Merial.
Food Animal medicine Track
  Update from the State Veterinarian
 Mark J. Ernst
  People, Processes, and Pigs: Are We Fixing 
What Is Really Broken
  Control of Respiratory Disease: Putting 
Evidence-Based Medicine Into Practice
 James F. Lowe Sponsored by the LeRoy G. Biehl 
Endowment Fund.
  What Constitutes  
Anti-Viral Protective Immunity and How Do 
We Get It?
 Federico A. Zuckermann
  Inquiry-Based Therapeutics in Food 
Animals
 Brian M. Aldridge
  Challenging Neurologic Cases of Ruminants
 Dennis D. French
Ophthalmology and Small 
Animal Internal medicine Track
  Uveitis: What Is It and What Can I Do 
About It?
  Glaucoma: Is It Really Worth the Effort
  Clinical Cases in Veterinary Ophthalmology
 Ralph E. Hamor
  Ouch! My Pet's Eye Hurts: Ocular 
Emergencies 
 Sean P. Collins
  American Heartworm Society Canine 
Guidelines 
  AAHA Canine Vaccine Guidelines
 Kandice S. Norrell
Small Animal Cardiology and 
Small Animal Anesthesia Track
  Congenital Heart Disease in the Dog 
and Cat
 Marcella D. Ridgway
  Tachy-Arrhythmias and Brady-Arrhythmias
 Maureen McMichael
  Anesthetic Considerations for 
the Patient with Cardiovascular 
Disease
 Berit L. Fischer
  Anesthetic Protocol Building for 
the Small Animal Practitioner
  Managing Complications of 
Anesthetized Small Animal Patients
  Newer and Future Anesthetic and Analgesic 
Drugs 
 Stuart C. Clark-Price
Small Animal Internal 
medicine Track (2 days)
  Dermatological Manifestations of Internal 
Medicine Disease
 Karen L. Campbell
  New Tests of Coagulation
 Kevin LeBoedec
  Blood Transfusion Medicine
 Maureen McMichael
  What About Lepto?
  Managing Hypertension in Dogs and Cats
  Managing Liver Disease in the Dog and Cat
  Nasal Diseases in the Dog and Cat
 Marcella D. Ridgway
  Mellow Yellow...How to Handle an Icteric 
Cat and Dog
 Stanley I. Rubin
  Fungal Disease in the Small Animal Patient
 Stanley I. Rubin & Samantha Middleton
Small Animal Neurology Track
  Getting the Most Out of Your Neurologic 
Exam
  Small and Toy Breed Canine Neurologic 
Disease
  Seizures
  Spinal Cord Disease
 Devon W. Hague 
Small Animal Surgery Track
  Traumatic Coxofemoral Luxation in Dogs
  Perioperative Management of the Small 
Animal Fracture Patient 
 Tisha A. M. Harper
  First Aid and Advanced Treatment
  Innovations in Topical Wound Dressings 
and Bandages
 Heidi Phillips
Fall Conference Sessions
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College News 
To help ensure that service dogs remain healthy and able 
to do their important jobs, boarded ophthalmologists and 
dentists at the University of Illinois Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital offered free eye and oral health examinations, 
respectively, in early summer.
“Because untreated dental disease can lead to discom-
fort, decreased activity, and altered performance, main-
taining good oral health is especially important in service 
dogs,” said Dr. Sandra Manfra Marretta, veterinary clinical 
medicine.
The national programs were coordinated through the 
American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists and the 
American Veterinary Dental. For both programs, a copy of 
the completed exam report was provided to owners and to 
their animal’s primary care veterinarian. Owners were given 
a detailed treatment plan for any problems detected, and 
certified service animals are eligible for reduced fees at the 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital. 
“Chief,” a service dog in training through the Illini Service 
Dogs program run by students at the Urbana campus of the 
University of Illinois, got a dental exam from Dr. Sandra Manfra 
Marretta. Chief was brought by handlers Lucas Budden (left) and 
Kendall Cox.
Ophthalmology, 
Dentistry Participate 
in National Programs 
Offering Free Exams 
for Service Animals In April the small animal emergency service at the Veterinary Teaching Hospital was provisionally designated as a “veterinary trauma center” by the American College of 
Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care.
The new designation, awarded to only one of nine veterinary hospitals and clinics 
nationwide, is part of an initiative to improve treatment outcomes of animal trauma 
cases by creating 
a network of lead 
hospitals that will 
work collabora-
tively to define high 
standards of care and 
disseminate informa-
tion that improves 
trauma patient man-
agement efficiencies 
and outcomes. 
“To achieve this 
designation, a hospi-
tal must have board-
certified specialists in 
emergency and criti-
cal care, surgery, and 
radiology available 
for consultation on a 
24/7 basis,” said Dr. Maureen McMichael, who directs the small animal emergency 
and critical care service at the college. 
“At Illinois we have the expertise and facilities needed to manage every aspect 
of care for the small animal trauma patient, from emergency stabilization through 
medical and surgical care and rehabilitation. Our team approach to care means our 
emergency/critical care experts work closely with our surgeons, anesthesiologists, 
internists, radiologists, and other specialists to tailor care to individual patient needs.” 
Among the goals of the veterinary trauma center network is to create a database 
of information related to animals sustaining trauma that can be used for research 
and to develop standards of care and training. 
Dr. McMichael, who is boarded in veterinary and emergency critical care, has long 
been prominent as a researcher, author, and reviewer in the field. Recently she con-
tributed to an industry-wide effort to establish evidence-based standards of care for 
delivering cardiopulmonary resuscitation for dogs and cats. She has also published 
recently on quality parameters of stored blood for transfusion.
Illinois is fortunate to have two additional boarded criticalists: Dr. Mauria 
O’Brien, small animal, and Dr. Pam Wilkins, equine.
Other veterinary emergency care providers designated among the inaugural vet-
erinary trauma centers include private hospitals in Irvine, Calif., Los Angeles, Calif., 
Tampa, Fla., and Paramus, N.J., and veterinary colleges at Tufts University, Univer-
sity of Minnesota, North Carolina State University, and University of Pennsylvania.
university of Illinois 
Designated Among Nation’s 
First Veterinary Trauma Centers 
Dr. Maureen McMichael and Dr. Lindsey Greten examine a patient 
in the emergency room.
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Moved by the plight of animals and animal owners hit 
by the May 20 tornados in Oklahoma, Dr. Karie Vander 
Werf, a large animal emergency and critical care resident, 
organized a drive for supplies to assist horses, pets, and 
their owners.
With help from veterinary student clubs, veterinary 
practices, and community organizations throughout the 
Champaign-Urbana area, the collected pet food, bedding, 
halters, and other supplies exceeded the capacity of the 
vehicles designated to transport all the donations to nearby 
Danville, where a group of nurses was also collecting relief 
supplies for people in Oklahoma. 
The response from the community was so overwhelm-
ing that the drive was extended to a second week. The 
items for animals were delivered to the Oklahoma City 
Animal Welfare office.
Veterinary student organizations at the college that 
assisted in the drive include the Illinois Student Chapter of 
the American Veterinary Medical Association; the Omega 
Tau Sigma veterinary service fraternity; the Shelter Medi-
cine Club; the student chapter of the American Association 
of Feline Practitioners; the Veterinary Student Outreach 
Program; and the local rescue group CatSnap.
Collection points included the Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital; Hill Animal Care clinic in Mahomet; VCA 
Heritage Animal Hospital in Savoy; and several pet and 
feed stores. Capitol Illini Veterinary Services in Springfield, 
Ill., also collected items and transported them to Urbana 
for the effort.
Krista Turey (in the truck) and Susan Norris, both Class of 2015, 
help load donated cat food for the trip from the College of 
Veterinary Medicine to Danville, Ill., the first leg of the journey to 
Oklahoma.
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Illinois Responds to 
Oklahoma Tragedy
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Kudos
Kudos
Hospital Reaccredited by AAHA
The college’s Veterinary Teaching Hospital has 
been reaccredited by the American Animal 
Hospital Association after a site visit to the 
hospital on April 25. In order to receive AAHA 
accreditation, veterinary hospitals must meet 
more than 900 standards that represent the 
best practices in veterinary care and hospital 
management.
“The AAHA consultant who reviewed our 
hospital was very impressed and complimen-
tary,” says Dr. Brendan McKiernan, teaching 
hospital director.
Open 24 hours a day, every day, the hospital 
has about 40 veterinarians on faculty, and 
another 40 working as interns or residents 
pursuing specialty certification. It plays a vital 
role in educating the veterinarians of tomor-
row and expanding knowledge and treatments 
to improve animal lives. 
2013 Faculty Promotions: 
 Dr. Carol Maddox, pathobiology, to 
professor
 Dr. Levent Dirikolu, comparative 
biosciences, to associate professor 
 Dr. Kathleen Colegrove-Calvey, 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory/Zoo 
Pathology, to clinical associate professor
 Dr. Amy MacNeill, pathobiology, to clinical 
associate professor
 Dr. Kuldeep Singh, Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory, to clinical associate professor
Dr. Karen Campbell, veterinary clinical medi-
cine, received the 2013 Award for Excellence 
for Outstanding Contributions to Science and 
Education and Dr. Amelia White, resident, 
received the Bayer ACVD Resident Research 
Award for Best Basic Science Research Abstract 
Presentation from the American College of 
Veterinary Dermatology.
Dr. Duncan Ferguson, comparative biosci-
ences department head, was awarded a Ful-
bright U.S. Scholar award to visit the University 
of Veterinary Medicine at Hannover, Germany. 
During his stay he will conduct educational 
research and develop tools to encourage 
critical clinical thinking in veterinary students. 
He’ll also lecture on clinical pharmacology and 
clinical endocrinology.
Julie Hafermann and Julie Townsend, 
research office, presented at the National 
Council of University Research Administrators 
conference in March.
Dr. Margarethe Hoenig, veterinary clini-
cal medicine, presented the James G. Morris 
Lecture in Companion Animal Nutrition at the 
University of California-Davis on March 12.
Michelle Jaeger, surgery technician, is now a 
member of the Academy of Veterinary Surgical 
Technicians.  
Drs. Jonna Jokisalo and Kate McGovern, resi-
dents in veterinary clinical medicine, achieved 
American College of Veterinary Large Animal 
Internal Medicine Diplomate status.
Dr. Gay Miller, pathobiology, spoke at a foot-
and-mouth disease symposium at the National 
Institute for Animal Agriculture’s Annual Con-
ference in April.
Dr. Matthew Wallig, 
pathobiology, was 
recognized in June 
by the Society of 
Toxicologic Pathology 
as the first recipient of 
the STP Outstanding 
Mentor Award for his 
significant role in the 
training of toxicologic 
pathologists. 
Dr. Pamela Wilkins, veterinary clinical 
medicine, spoke on furosemide at the National 
Horseman’s Benevolence and Protective 
Association Congress in Clearwater, Fla., in 
February and on practical equine neonatology 
at a two-day seminar in Helsingborg, Sweden, 
in March.
Research Day Honors
The following awards were announced as part of 
the College Research Day program on April 19:
 Jackye Rae Peretz (above), comparative 
biosciences, received the award for best 
poster presentation and won the J.O. 
Alberts Award for excellence in research 
and scholarship.
 Ayelet Ziv-Gal and Wei Wang, both 
comparative biosciences, received the 
awards for best oral presentations.
 Mingyuan Han, pathobiology, received 
the Paul B. Doby Award for conducting 
outstanding infectious disease research 
applicable to food animals.
Catherine Foreman, Class of 2016, was one 
of seven students from the Urbana campus of 
the University of Illinois selected for an Avery 
Brundage Scholarship, which is designated for 
students who engage in athletics for personal 
development. Foreman competes nationally in 
equestrian. At the national finals of the Inter-
collegiate Horse Show Association in Harris-
burg, Pa., in May, she placed tenth and twelfth 
in her two competition events.
Veterinary Students Hold 
Successful ‘Spay Day’
The Feline Fixation, held on February 17, was 
the largest ever spay/neuter event put on by 
the Illinois Student Chapter of the Association 
of Shelter Veterinarians.
In conjunction with World Spay Day, more 
than 30 veterinary students sterilized 70 cats 
under the supervision of faculty members 
Dr. Bob Weedon and Dr. Amy MacNeill. Other 
organizations involved in this collaborative 
effort included CatSnap, Champaign County 
Animal Control, Champaign County Humane 
Society, and the Central Illinois Animal Welfare 
Coalition.
Maddox Dirikolu Colegrove-
Calvey
MacNeill Singh
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Students Organize Training Program for 
Large Animal Emergency Response
In January, 150 veterinary students, veterinarians, and first responders—
such as firefighters—attended a two-day training session held at the 
college on how to deal with large animals involved in emergency situa-
tions, ranging from natural disasters to barn fires to overturned transport 
vehicles.
The Large Animal Emergency Rescue Training Program was the first 
such program to be offered in Illinois. It was organized by veterinary 
student members of the Illinois Student Chapter of the American Asso-
ciation of Equine Practitioners and the Production Medicine Club. 
Veterinarians often play a key role in response to emergencies involv-
ing animals, but live training opportunities like this are rare. 
National consultant Rebecca Gimenez, of Technical Large Animal 
Emergency Rescue, was the key presenter in the awareness course. 
Topics covered 
included an introduc-
tion to emergencies 
with large animals, 
transportation 
incidents and other 
scenarios, supplies 
and equipment used 
in rescues, roles at 
the scene, emergency 
transport of animals, 
field euthanasia, and 
evacuation planning.
Hands-on learning 
and demonstrations 
included approaches 
for maneuvering and 
rescuing injured large 
animals and an overview of cutting tools and other equipment on fire 
and rescue trucks. 
Attendees included veterinary students from Illinois and eight other 
U.S. veterinary schools; firefighters and other first responders from com-
munities in Illinois, Ohio, and Missouri; personnel from the USDA-APHIS 
Veterinary Services; and area veterinary professionals.
A generous grant from (then) Pfizer Animal Health helped fund the 
training opportunity.
Three members of the 
Class of 2013 placed 
in the American Board 
of Veterinary Practi-
tioners Student Case 
Report contest: Renee 
Seager, second place 
in the food animal 
category ; Shannon 
McGill, third place 
in the food animal 
category; Theresa 
Grandys, second place in the companion animal category.
Training program attendees and members of 
the media look on as emergency responders 
demonstrate rescue equipment in the parking lot 
of the Basic Sciences Building.
Visit go.illinois.edu/
wildlifeencounters
Website Educates about Wildlife, 
Conservation, Natural Resources
The Wildlife Medical Clinic recently introduced an extensive, 
classroom-focused website called Wildlife Encounters, designed to 
educate students about wildlife and conservation efforts through 
four engaging sets of hands-on, Internet-based lessons. 
It is a free service open for public use.
The lessons are offered in three levels of complexity to meet the 
needs of students ranging from kindergarten through high school. A 
teacher resource section, including templates and post-lesson assess-
ments, complements the lessons. The clinic has teamed with the 
Anita Purves Nature Center in Urbana to develop toolboxes for educa-
tors to enhance the web-based lessons through hands-on activities, 
such as owl-pellet dissection kits. 
In addition, to augment the lessons on the website, educators can 
request a classroom visit from the clinic’s resident birds of prey.
“The students can really take home the lesson of environmental 
stewardship when they see the birds in person,” says Dr. Julia Whit-
tington, veterinary clinical medicine, who developed the website with 
Anne Rivas, Class of 2013, and the college’s Design Group. 
The website was made possible through a grant from the campus 
Office of Public Engagement. With additional funding, the clinic plans 
to create educational videos to complement the new website and 
educate the public about how to interact with wildlife. 
“These videos would be like public service announcements, 
addressing topics such as seeking care for a wounded animal,” Dr. 
Whittington says.
—Based on an article by Madeline Ley, campus News Bureau intern
Chicago convention scene, 
I am happy to answer your 
questions about places to eat, 
drink or visit while you are 
here. You can email me at 
uncledocjb@aol.com. 
2. Another alumni event in 
Chicago takes place on Sep-
tember 14, when the Illini 
football team plays Washington at Soldier Field. Again, if you 
have questions about pre-game party venues, just email me. 
3. The Alumni Association Golf Outing will be held September 
21 in Mahomet, the morning after Fall Conference. We encour-
age you to bring friends and family to enjoy a round of golf and 
to raise money for our student scholarships and programs.
The alumni association welcomes your suggestions and feedback. 
Please contact me or Beth Erwin, alumni coordinator (eerwin@illinois.
edu), by email or find us at the AVMA meeting or Fall Conference. 
See you in Chicago and Champaign,
JB Bruederle, DVM
Alumni
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As the College of Veterinary Medicine undertook a strategic planning 
initiative in recent years, your alumni association followed suit. We 
both contributed directly to the college’s plan and conducted our own 
strategic plan.
Our first step was to survey alumni members and students to 
find out what they would like us to be doing. We identified several 
objectives: 
 increase active alumni member participation
 increase student awareness of the alumni association
 enhance alumni awareness of students
 increase attendance at alumni association activities
 recognize significant contributions to the college by alumni and 
others 
 increase caseload for the college clinical services
We are striving to complete all these goals, and we need your active 
participation! There are three events planned for 2013:
1. Will you be attending the AVMA convention to Chicago 
this July? Don’t forget to register for the dinner cruise depart-
ing from Navy Pier on Monday, July 22. You’ll enjoy a scenic 
backdrop to an evening of dining, drinking, and conversation. 
As someone who has practiced for 19 years in the heart of the 
Classmates Drs. Bill Augustine and Craig Peterson (DVM IL ’75)  hit the green with their sons Paul 
Augustine (DVM IL ’07) and Scott Peterson at the 2012 golf outing.
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Alumni News Briefs
Dr. Sheldon Rubin, DVM IL ’68, was recog-
nized with the title “Honorary Member” at 
the American Heartworm Society Triennial 
Symposium in New Orleans, La., last fall.
Dr. Ronnie Elmore, DVM IL ’72, received the 
Association of American Veterinary Medical 
College’s 2013 Iverson Bell Recognition 
Award.
Dr. Ellen Kuchenbrod, DVM IL ’77, retired 
at the end of 2012 from Good Friends 
Animal Hospital after almost 30 years and 
is now director of clinical operations at 
whiskerDocs, a 24/7 ask-a-vet help line. She 
is also a certified veterinary acupuncturist. 
Dr. Robin Downing, DVM IL ’86, was 
named among 25 veterinarians to watch by 
Veterinary Practice News in January.
Drs. Bill Armbruster, DVM IL ’88, Bill 
Hollis, DVM, IL ’96, and Jennifer Ostrom, 
DVM IL ’03, participated in a veterinary 
alumni panel for students at the college 
in February, sponsored by the Veterinary 
Medical Alumni Association.
Dr. Kurt Hankenson, DVM IL ’92, has been 
appointed as the first Dean W. Richardson 
Professor in Equine Disease Research at 
the University of Pennsylvania’s School of 
Veterinary Medicine.
Dr. Doug Hutchens, DVM IL ’96, was 
recently promoted to Global Head of 
Development and Chief Veterinary Officer 
at Bayer Animal Health, a division of Bayer 
HealthCare, with headquarters located in 
Monheim, Germany.
Dr. Natalie Marks, DVM IL ’02, was named 
Veterinarian of the Year by PetPlan Pet 
Insurance in February.
Dr. Rob Swinger, DVM IL ’03, opened an 
ophthalmology specialty practice, Animal 
Eye Guys of South Florida.
For up-to-the-minute 
alumni news, like us on 
Facebook! facebook.com/
Illinoisvetmedalumni
By Dr. JB Bruederle 
Putting students and practitioners together is a great idea. 
More than a decade ago, I participated in the mentoring program that was jointly run by the 
Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association and the College of Veterinary Medicine. I was 
paired with as many as seven mentee students in some years. Although that program has ended, 
some of the relationships forged through it are still going strong today.
I believe there is still a need for veterinarians to help guide students through their education 
and veterinary careers, and so in 2012 your alumni association started the Veterinary Career 
Partnership Program.
Why not just call it “the mentoring program”? 
One reason is because “mentoring” is the term used by AAHA and others to encourage senior 
veterinarians to foster the careers of recent graduates joining their practices, and we wanted to 
avoid confusion with that activity. In addition, a partnership implies a relationship that may con-
tinue after graduation.
The new program is defined by guidelines with goals and 
expectations. A “no fault out” clause was instituted so that 
for any reason, the student or veterinarian could step away 
from the partnership with no ill feelings.  
Last year the program kicked off. First- through third-
year veterinary students and all veterinarians who practice 
in Illinois, as well as Illinois veterinary graduates across the 
nation, were invited by email to participate. 
A database was developed to match the 126 student 
respondents with the 134 veterinarians who volunteered in such categories as type of medicine, 
location, and specialty. While creating the matches, I was amazed by the diverse careers of Illinois 
alumni and by the specific requests of some of the students. 
We successfully matched students interested in ophthalmology in the northeast, surgery on 
the East Coast, primate medicine on the East Coast, shelter medicine in Colorado, swine produc-
tion, public health/regulatory 
medicine, zoo medicine, aquatic 
medicine, and alternative and 
rehabilitation practices. We still 
have one student looking for a 
West Coast veterinarian involved 
in canine rehabilitation.
All other students have been 
matched, and I’m happy to report 
that the feedback so far has been 
enthusiastic.
At the end of August, more 
than 120 new students—potential 
partners—will be starting their 
studies. I encourage you to sign up 
online today so we are ready for 
them!
Practitioners, register 
online for the Veterinary 
Career Partnership 
Program at any time:  
go.illinois.edu/
VCPP_VetPartForm.
Partner with a Student 
Th
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By Hannah Pitstick
When Dr. Gail Golab comes into work in the morning, 
she never knows what to expect. The first phone call she 
receives could involve the welfare of fish; two hours later 
she’ll be worried about what’s going on with horses in a 
rodeo, by noon it may be a problem with a dog that is not 
coping well in a kennel situation, and by midafternoon she 
could be talking about what kind of cages are appropriate 
for chickens. 
Dr. Golab has been the director of the American Veteri-
nary Medical Association’s Animal Welfare Division since 
2007 and was the first U.S. veterinarian to be credentialed 
in animal welfare.
Her interest in the relationship between people and 
animals began when she was an undergraduate engaged in biomedical research, serving on a 
predecessor to today’s institutional animal care and use committees, which protect the welfare of 
animals used in research. As a graduate student at Texas A&M, she co-founded a student chapter 
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in order to provide education directed at 
reducing the number of students relinquishing pets at the end of each semester. 
While working toward her PhD in computational biochemistry, she got involved with a local 
animal control advisory board, but realized that without some kind of animal-related credential, 
trying to make suggestions and progress was 
very difficult.  At that point she decided that 
to make a difference she needed to go to vet 
school.
“Like most children, I had pets growing up 
and enjoyed animals, but never really thought 
about veterinary medicine as a career,” Dr. 
Golab says. “But because of what I saw as an 
opportunity for people to do a better job in 
their relationships with animals, I decided to 
get involved in veterinary medicine.”
After earning an Illinois veterinary degree in 1991, Dr. Golab worked for several years in 
private practice before joining AVMA as a scientific editor for the Journal of the American Veteri-
nary Medical Association and the American Journal of Veterinary Research. In 2008 she earned her 
membership level credential in the Australian College of Veterinary Scientists’ Animal Welfare 
Chapter.
She says the diversity of her experiences is really important for relating to AVMA members 
and gives her an appreciation for the variety of ways in which animals are used and how the use 
of those animals can affect how they’re cared for. Being able to relate to the animals’ and veterinar-
ians’ situations is hugely important, she says.
The Division of Animal Welfare is involved in a wide range of issues, from the welfare 
of domesticated animals to wildlife—animals used for companionship, for food and fiber, 
AVMA Illini
Dr. Gail Golab is not the only Illinois 
graduate working for the American 
Veterinary Medical Association. Here is 
a sampling of other Illini at the Schaum-
burg, Ill., headquarters.
 Dr. Joan Arnoldi, Class of ’63, 
Assistant Director, Animal Welfare 
Division
 Dr. Elizabeth Curry-Galvin, Class 
of ’88, Assistant Executive Vice 
President
 Dr. Kevin Dajka, Class of ’03, 
Director, Membership and Field 
Services 
 Dr. Derrick Hall, Class of ’06, 
Assistant Director and Program 
Coordinator of Membership and 
Field Services Division
 Dr. Kristi Henderson, Class of 
’96,  Assistant Director, Scientific 
Activities Division
 Dr. Kurt Matushek, Class of ’83, 
Editor-In-Chief, Director of AVMA 
Publications Division at American 
College of Veterinary Surgeons
 Dr. Carla Morrow (MS ’03, PhD 
’08), Assistant Editor, Publications 
Division 
 Dr. Gussie Tessier, Class of 
’86, Associate Editor, Journal of 
the American Veterinary Medical 
Association 
 Dr. Lynne White-Shim, Class of 
’06, Assistant Director, Scientific 
Activities Division 
 Dr. Patricia Wohlferth-Bethke, 
Class of ’81, Assistant Director, 
Membership and Field Services 
Division 
Alumna’s Work Impacts 
millions of Animals’ Lives
While working toward her PhD in 
computational biochemistry, she 
got involved with a local animal 
control advisory board. . . . At that 
point she decided that to make 
a difference she needed to go to 
vet school.
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in research and education, and for entertainment. Dr. 
Golab says working at AVMA has provided some unique 
opportunities.
Dr. Golab and some of her colleagues at the AVMA and 
the American Veterinary Medical Foundation are currently 
developing a program called Reaching Up, which seeks 
to assist underserved populations of people and animals 
through thoughtful management and care of companion 
animal populations, including zoonotic disease control. 
Recently, the program has provided some basic spay/neuter 
services and preventive care on an Indian reservation in 
South Dakota.
Staff in the Animal Welfare Division also has the 
opportunity to work in the area of public policy. 
“I’ve had several opportunities to testify before com-
mittees and subcommittees of Congress on the welfare of 
animals, including agricultural species and non-human 
primates,” Dr. Golab says.
The Animal Welfare Division is relatively new, but in 
the short time it’s been around, it has become highly visible. 
Dr. Golab recently accepted an appointment to an advisory 
committee for the American Humane Association’s “No 
Animals Were Harmed” program, which helps protect 
animals in the entertainment industry, and Division staff 
have also worked with retailers such as McDonalds and 
Tyson in the food animal area. 
Dr. Golab says that while working for the AVMA 
means there are opportunities to meet some famous 
Hollywood animals, most of the time it’s not quite that 
glamorous. 
“Most animals are not particularly famous. They’re the 
anonymous heroes that make our lives better every day,” she 
says. “Similarly, veterinarians are the silent soldiers working 
in the trenches on their behalf. And, I would say, we’re in 
those trenches right along with them.”
Dr. Golab’s favorite aspects of her job are getting to 
interact with other members of the profession and having 
the power to make the lives of incredible numbers of 
animals better.
“For me, it’s all about opportunity—the opportunity to 
serve the profession and protect the animals that are the 
reason most of us became veterinarians in the first place.” 
By Brenda Betts
“We are taught as children to shoot for the stars and dream 
big—anything is possible,” said Stacey Bunting, Class of 
2014, who addressed the donors, students, and families at 
the college’s spring awards and scholarships celebration. 
Her remarks captured the unwavering faith and dedica-
tion so common among students living out their childhood 
dream of becoming a veterinarian. And then she went on to 
describe the challenging realities those aspiring veterinar-
ians encounter: competitive admissions, a rigorous academic 
curriculum, and in many cases oppressive financial stress. 
“It is not new news that the 
debt load of veterinary students 
is dramatic,” she told her listeners. 
“The average in-state veterinary 
student graduates with around 
$150,000 in student loan debt. 
That is three times the average 
starting salary of a veterinarian.”
Bunting went on to acknowl-
edge the tremendous impact that 
scholarships have on students and 
young professionals who might 
otherwise carry that debt load for 
many years.
Fortunately, the college was 
able to award nearly $723,000 
in scholarship support this year. 
Nearly $148,000 of that was 
provided to incoming students 
through recruitment scholarships. 
Thanks to generous individu-
als both within and outside the 
veterinary profession, each year 
the college has added new scholarships and offered more support. Still, there is 
tremendous need among our students for financial assistance. If you have an interest 
in helping to make the big dreams of aspiring veterinarians come true, please give me 
a call at 217-333-5545.
Donors make Big 
Dreams Come True
Twelve new awards 
and scholarships were 
awarded in 2013:
 Stafford Clark-Price Memorial Feline 
Compassion Award
 Class of 1984
 Coyne Family Scholarship
 Dr. Paul R. Fitzgerald Memorial 
Parasitology Scholarship
 Dr. Ted Lock Scholarship
 Lundy Scholarship
 Midwest America Alpaca Foundation 
Scholarship
 Roma and Carol Ann Most Award in 
Veterinary Medicine
 Newport Laboratories Scholarships
 Rosella E. Rose Scholarship
 Society for Theriogenology Award, 
and the 
 June Rae Abbott Wolk Scholarship
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Giving
Your support makes a difference!
Yes, I want to support the College of Veterinary Medicine with my gift of:  $500  $250  $100  Other: $ ______________
Please direct my gift to  Veterinary Medicine Achievement Fund (334415)  Area of greatest need 
 Other (please specify) ___________________________________________________________ 
 Please contact me to discuss planned giving options or naming opportunities at the College.
 My check for $ _______ made payable to “University of Illinois Foundation” is enclosed. 
 
  Please bill my:  American Express  Discover  MasterCard  Visa 
 Card no.: _____________________________________________ Exp. Date: _____/______ CVV No.: ______
 Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  My company, _______________________________________________, has a matching gift   
 program that will double or triple the impact of my gift. I am enclosing my employer’s matching gift form.
NAME  _____________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS  __________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY ___________________________________________________ STATE _______ ZIP  _____________________
PHONE ________________________________ EMAIL  ___________________________________________________
5NAMV–334415
To use our secure online 
giving services, please 
visitvetmed.illinois.edu/
advancement/giving.html.
Mail this form to the address 
below or reach us by phone, 
fax, or email:
University of Illinois  
College of Veterinary Medicine
3505 VMBSB
2001 S. Lincoln Ave.
Urbana IL 61802
phone: 217/333-2762
fax: 217/333-4628
email: advancement@ 
 vetmed.illinois.edu
We want to hear from you! 
Your fellow alumni, as well as the College of Veterinary Medicine, want to find out 
what has been happening in your life. Send your news to be included in Veterinary 
Report, which is available online at vetmed.illinois.edu/vetreport/. Email your 
updates to editor@vetmed.illinois.edu or mail or fax this handy form.
NAME:  _________________________________________________________________________________
YEAR(S) OF GRADUATION AND DEGREE(S) EARNED:  ______________________________________
ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY ___________________________________  STATE _______ ZIP  _________________________
TELEPHONE: ( ___________ )  _____________________________________________________________
E-MAIL:  ________________________________________________________________________________
(We will send you our monthly electronic newsletter, Illinois VetNews. If you prefer 
not to receive it, check here:  )
News about you (attach other sheets if necessary): 
..........................................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................................
  
Mail or fax this form to: University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine Advancement Office, 3505 VMBSB, 
2001 S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana, IL 61802; fax: 217/333-
4628.
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Important Dates
July 
21 Reception at the Chicago Center for 
Veterinary Medicine, Chicago, Ill.
22 Alumni and Friends Reception 
and Dinner Cruise at the American 
Veterinary Medical Association 
Annual Convention, Chicago, Ill.
31 Summer Research Training Program 
poster session, Urbana, Ill.
September 
19–20 Fall Conference for Veterinarians, 
Champaign, Ill. 
19 College/Alumni Association Awards 
dinner, Champaign, Ill.
20 Class Reunion Kickoff Event 
21 Veterinary Medical Alumni 
Association Golf Outing, 
Mahomet, Ill.
25 Oskee Bow Wow Fundraiser 
for Humane Connection Fund, 
Urbana, Ill.
October 
6 Vet Med Open House, Urbana, Ill.
November
16 Alumni and Friends Reception at 
the Illinois State Veterinary Medical 
Association Convention, Lombard, Ill.
21 Drs. Raymond H. and Sandra M. 
Cypess Speaker Series, Urbana, Ill.
December
9 Alumni and Friends Reception at 
the American Association of Equine 
Practitioners National Meeting, 
Nashville, Tenn.
January 2014
17 Alumni and Friends Reception at 
the North American Veterinary 
Conference, Orlando, Fla.
February 2014
19 Alumni and Friends Reception at 
the Western Veterinary Conference, 
Las Vegas, Nev.
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Two female bobcats, estimated to be six to 
eight weeks old, arrived at the University of 
Illinois Wildlife Medical Clinic on May 20. 
The kittens were discovered in a freight train 
car in Tuscola, Ill., where residents noticed the 
bobcats and contacted the authorities, after 
determining that the mother was not caring 
for the kittens.
Dr. Julia Whittington, medical director of 
the clinic, speculated that the mother bobcat 
“was using the train car as a den. When the 
train took off from Louisiana [a week earlier], 
apparently mom was not on board.”
During an interview about the bobcats 
for a local television news story, Sarah Reich, 
Class of 2015, said, “I came to the University 
of Illinois for veterinary school because they 
have such an amazing wildlife clinic. It is basi-
cally student run. We get to do all the triage, 
all the treatments.” 
The kittens were dehydrated but otherwise 
healthy when they arrived. Wildlife ward manager 
Nichole Rosenhagen and Sarah Reich, both Class 
of 2015, delivered supportive care to stabilize their 
condition. By the time they were transferred to a 
licensed rehabilitator on June 12, the kittens had 
more than doubled in weight.
Orphaned Bobcats make a Stop at 
the Wildlife medical Clinic 
